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100 more Japanese companies to
come up in Gu]arat by 2016

Piyush Mishra | tan

Ahmedabad: Japan will set
up 100 more companies in
Gujarat by 2015-16. This was
announced by Japanese offi-
cials on Wednesday duringa
workshop on ‘Doing Busi-
ness with Japan' at Ahmeda-
bad Management Associ-
ation. The focus would be on
the automobile sector. Along
withjoint ventures, thereare
12 Japanese companies oper-
atingin the state at present.
Addressing the work-
shop, Kenichiro Toyofuku,
deputy director general of
Japan External Trade Orga-
nisation (JETRO) unveiled
plans to make Gujarat the
biggest automobile hub in
the country “We have no
plans for expansion in the
National Capital Region

(NCR), so we have decided to
investinGujaratand insixto
sevenyears, wewillmakethe
state the biggest automobile
hub,"” said Toyofuku.

It was Maruti-Suzuki’s
decision to set up a plant in
Gujaratthattriggered thein-

companies in Gujarat. *

are looking at long- term in-
vestment, so there will not be
many companies in the next
one year, but we will expand
our presence slowly"” said
Toyofuku. “Japan also plans
to create three lakh jobs in

So far, Japan has invested
over $25 billion in various
projects in India. After Del-
hi-NCR, Chennai, Bangalore
and Pune, Gujarat is the next
target, largely because of the
Delhi Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC) cutting

terest of other Japanese thestate” across the state, “Almost 40
~ The first Japanese We plan to make The Indian judicial

Investment came here Gujarat the biggest system is complex. We .
28 years ago when automobile hubin the plan to work with local
Hitachi started a col- country in next seven partners and help

laboration with a local years. We also plan to in- implement

company. We vest in logistics and hospi- plans faster.

have come a tality. The Ma- Small in-

long way ruti Suzuki cidents

since and plant is our should not

there is a lot most impor- stop our long-
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per cent of DMIC will pass |
through Gujarat and since |
Japan is a major partner in |
the project, itislookingtoset |
up base here,” said Mukesh
Patel, president of Indo-Ja-
pan Friendship Association.

Japanese attorney for In-
dian business Tatsuhiro Eu-
bo stressed on the working
environment in the state as
thereasonforthe hugeplans.
“Welearnedalotfrom there-
cent labour unrest in Gur-
gaon. We found that Gujarat
has a more conducive envi-
ronment. “We in Japan be-
lieve in working as a family
and the same is visible in
Gujarat,” said Kubo.

“We don’t have a very cor-
dial relationship with Chi-
na, so bonding with India
comes naturally to us,” said
Kubo.
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